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{HREENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

SHEJECT: Resupply Efforts for Kong Le and Meo Forces
in Plaine dos Jarres Arsa

i. Complaints by Kong le and Moo commander Vang
ao that they are receiving issufficieat support froxm
Vientisne-~as cited in our moralmg report of 1 May--
would seem to reflect the typieal impatience of field
comeanders with theoae supportiag them rather than an
acturl case of inadequate aupply in the present sii-
uation, Prohlems of supply and coordination i» the
luid political and military situntion in iaos can bhe
axpeoted ito cause fluetuations of merale om the part
o? hoth Fong 1le and Vang Pao, and to give rise to com-
plaints that they canmnot do all they feel is expected
of them, Nonetheless, the over-all attitude of hoth
¥ong Le and Vang Pao is good. Koung le's confidence
is mirrored in his perhaps overly sanguine current
pizns to retzke positions recently lesat to the Pathet
iac., Reperts from Meo units in the Plaine des Jarres
area indicate that Vang Pao and the Meo units under
nis command are also in high spirits,

?, At the outzet in early April of the current
erisiz in the Plaine des Jarres ares, the Kong le
forros were in a desperate position as regards ammi-
rition, POL, food, and other supplies. This situatien
hax sxince heen largely amelicrated., Momt of the re-
asupply to Kong le's foreces is being handled by the
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imo Army, largaly by airlift tc Muong Phanh in Rovsl
iLan Alr Ferce airceraft under General Phoumi's contrel.
Lome supplies are also in the process of delivery
orerliand from the Laoc Armv's 2nd Militarvy Repmicn haad-
sunyrters at Paksane,

. o overcome the problem of ammunition short-
ages for Kong Le's heterogeneoug colleetion of hlor
woapons, General Phoumi has undertaken an exchange for
% equipment from Lao Army stocks. This exchange,
however, i3 not vet far along.

- 4., Aside from supnlies, Phoumi has airlifted to
the Plaine des Jarres area in Roval Lao Air Force
prlanes two regular Lao Armv infantry battalions (the
2th Bl and the 24 BI) as well as 2 number of armor.
compunications, and other specialista, Most of these
lac Army troops have rematined in rear areas, although
some elements have been committed teo forward positionss
in support of efforts bv Kong Le forces to recccupv
vyarious posts,

5, ihile Phoumi] | 25X1

25X1 | [is thus backstopping the Xong Le meutralists

with both mwen and materiel. he is not in a position

to aend in am muech ag both Kong Le and Vang Pao would

prebably like., Phoumi has been encouraged by Ambas-

sador Unger to make the Lac Army's assistance as un-~

nbstrusive as possible. Moreover, the distribution

of supplies te iong léo's far-flung forces 1a a meier

iogistics problem--and this largely explains why in-

dividual units under Kong Le are experiencing shortages

af both food and smmunition on o fluctuating basis.

Thoumi, however, expresses the view that Kong lLe's

rosition 18 solid, and the two men apparently are

row working in close accord,

, Vang Pao's kMeo forcea, whose supply =itua-
tion has never been 86 critieal as was thet of the
“ong le forces, have also had additiomal wempons and
smpenition airdrovped to them recently,.

25X1

b

s g e

- | 25X1
Approved K : 001-0




25X1 Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001100040001-0

Approved For Release 2007/03/06 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001100040001-0



